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From: Prodekan za nauku <nauka@f.bg.ac.rs> 
Sent: Monday, June 16, 2025 9:44 AM
Subject: Expression of Interest for Horizon and Similar Project Collaborations
 

Dear colleagues,

I am writing on behalf of the management of the Faculty of Philosophy, University of
Belgrade (Serbia), and our NGO partner, Loop Foundation, to express our interest in
collaborating on Horizon Europe or similar projects.

Some of the current open calls that have caught our attention include (but are not limited
to): Impact of the learning environment and the use of digital tools in everyday life
on key skills and competence development (HORIZON-CL2-2025-01-TRANSFO-07)
and Improving mental health outcomes for people in education, training, and
work (HORIZON-CL2-2025-01-TRANSFO-08).

The Faculty of Philosophy provides a broad range of expertise in the social sciences and
humanities, while Loop Foundation brings strong competencies in digital education and AI
(please see the attached info sheets for more details).

If you or your colleagues are planning a project and are in need of an academic or NGO
partner from Serbia, we would be delighted to explore potential collaboration. Please feel
free to reach out for additional information or to schedule a meeting.

Best regards,
Natasa

--
dr Nataša Simić
Prodekanka za nauku / Vice Dean for Scientific Affairs
Univerzitet u Beogradu - Filozofski fakultet / University of Belgrade - Faculty of Philosophy
Tel. +381 11 2639 119
Fax: +381 11 2639 356
E-mail: nauka@f.bg.ac.rs 
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Founded in Serbia in 2017. by experts in the field of Computer Science and education the Loop Foundation (LF) is a non-profit NGO which stands as a beacon of educational transformation, particularly in the realms of Computer Science and Programming. LF’s core team consists of a software development team (3 full stack software engineers) and a program activities team (program director, project coordinator, two project assistants and an administrative manager) along with an extensive network of consultants (teachers, IT specialist, HE educators, students of Computer Science etc.). At the heart of its mission lies a dedication to democratizing access to quality education, evident through its comprehensive array of educational resources which are all open, completely free of charge and available under the most liberal creative commons license. 

LF provides educational resources that are being widely used in elementary and secondary schools in Serbia. Unlike textbooks these materials are online which means they can be updated rapidly with newest findings in Computer Science and can follow newest changes in mandatory school curriculum. Also, they are enriched with interactive elements which provide additional motivation. LF’s courses can be integrated in LF’s online classrooms so that teachers can monitor students’ progress and assign them homework assignments and they can also be integrated into the Moodle platform. LF’s courses allow basic programming without any installation. 

Other than courses following mandatory curriculum, LF provides preparatory assignments for programming competitions, as well as online surroundings that have automatic grading features embedded and can be used by anyone. Because of the automatic grading feature LF’s infrastructure is being used for official programming competitions in Serbia. LF offers a wealth of learning opportunities that transcend geographical boundaries. Moreover, LF extends its impact by equipping teachers with the necessary pedagogical tools and skills through professional development programs accredited by the Ministry of education’s officials. Class teachers who teach Digital World subject, elementary school teachers who teach Informatics and Computing, secondary school teachers who teach Computing and Informatics and specialized IT classes in regular grammar schools' teachers who teach Programming and Data Bases have attended LF’s teachers’ trainings. LF believes that algorithmic literacy’s development from an early age is crucial for building different capacities of an individual. 

Beyond the confines of traditional education, LF spearheads programming competitions, hackathons, summer programming schools, online support programs for motivated students, workshops and other events that foster collaboration, creativity, and partnership. LF has participated in an organization of one of the biggest teachers’ conferences in Serbia about the impact of Artificial Intelligence on Education, which shows that LF is staying up to date with technology and is trying to force the slow-paced educational system to adapt more rapidly. Through strategic collaborations with educational institutions (LF has a wide network of partnering schools), government bodies (LF is currently an implementing partner in a project funded by the Government of the Republic of Serbia), transnational organizations (LF is currently an implementing partner in a project coordinated by the United Nations Development Program, and in the past has worked on a project coordinated by the UNICEF) and industry partners (LF has from its inception enjoyed substantial support from the IT industry, manifesting in various forms such as financial investment, expert guidance, and collaborative efforts), LF amplifies its reach and impact, catalyzing systemic change in education.
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Academic institution as a partner



The University of Belgrade (UB) is the largest and oldest public university in the Republic of Serbia. According to the Shanghai Ranking, it is among the top 400 universities in the world. It employs around 5,000 academic and research staff and comprises 31 faculties organized into four groups: Social Sciences and Humanities, Medical Sciences, Natural Sciences and Mathematics, and Technology and Engineering Sciences.

The Faculty of Philosophy is the oldest faculty within UB, with over 250 teaching staff, 200 research staff, and 5,500 students enrolled in bachelor’s, master’s, and PhD programs. Teaching is conducted within ten departments: Philosophy, Sociology, Psychology, Pedagogy, Andragogy, Ethnology and Anthropology, History, History of Art, Archaeology, and Classical Studies. Some of these departments have a tradition spanning more than a century and are internationally renowned and recognized.

The Faculty participates in over 40 international and national scientific projects annually, including ERC, Horizon Europe and Erasmus KA2 projects[footnoteRef:1]. It organizes more than 30 conferences each year, along with numerous summer schools, panel discussions, workshops, and webinars for academics, students, and the general public. It maintains a wide network of diverse partners, including research institutes, professional associations, preschools and schools, museums and NGOs, policymakers, and local stakeholders. The Faculty of Philosophy is also a hub for critical thinking, debate, and the development of socially relevant ideas and initiatives. [1:  Some of relevant projects are: JUST4ALL Building social innovation learning laboratories in Europe through a just transition for all and with all; MOBILEurope: Collective bargaining for mobile workers in Europe under the COVID19 – cases of frontier, seasonal and migrant workers; GUERRE: WWI Digital Museum for the Management of Sensitive Cultural Heritage“; WIIIDE – Working on Inclusive Identities, Intersectionality & Diversity in Teacher Education; Critical Change Lab; CO–CREATE – Computer-Supported Collaborative Learning for Inclusive Education; From digital technology to educational tools: Improving the quality of active learning and teaching in the online and hybrid environment in applied disciplines of agricultural sciences; PROmoting STEAM in primary school: partnership for disseminating good practices (ProSTEAM)), etc.] 




Contact person: Nataša Simić, Vice dean for Scientific Affairs

nauka@f.bg.ac.rs, +381641697818



More on: www.bg.ac.rs and www.f.bg.ac.rs and Instagram filozofski_fakultet_ub
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